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Encystment
on plants
 When the cercariae escape from the snail they swim actively for only
a short time, which is all that is needed, for they encyst on the plants
on which the snails are feeding. The most important plants are the
water calthrops, Trapa natans in China and Trapa bicornis in India, and
the water chestnut, Eliocharis tuberosa, in parts of China and Formosa.
The natives of the various countries eat the fruits of these plants in the
raw state and as a preliminary they tear off the corms with their teeth,
thus affording an opportunity to the cercariae encysted thereon to enter
the mouth. The cercariae are next swallowed and, passing through the
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 fig. 70.—Schematic life cycle of Fasciolopsis buskli. (After Faust)
stomach, excyst in the duodenum, in which they immediately attach
themselves to the mucous membrane and grow to adults.
Fasciolopsiasis has been recorded in various localities in all the coun-
tries between central China and Bengal on the mainland as well as in
many of the East Indian islands, especially Formosa. It is probable that
this region may be eventually extended, for recently several obviously
indigenous cases have been found in a village in Bihar, north-west of
Bengal,
Man and the pig are the common definitive hosts, although the pre-
sence of the infection in these two does not coincide in all places. The
dog has also been found naturally infected in Canton.
(3)—Pathology and Morbid Anatomy
The worms live attached to the mucous membrane and cause in-
flammation and erosion with round-celled infiltration and perhaps a
certain amount of haemorrhage. Their usual sites of attachment are the
duodenum and upper part of the small intestine, but they have been
found everywhere from the stomach to the ascending colon. A heavy

